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PRROCENE SKULL 


‘y BY BRET MARTE 


iz, SMETCHES BY EM SCHAEFFERMO. 
ih ~h QEC BAB TO fm 
: 


Entered nceerding to Act of Cony ress, in the yter 1871, 
oy EM Schacller; 
ibrarian of longress, a€é Washeregtor, 


“Notice of a Human Skull, recently taken 
from a Shaft,near Angels, Calaveras 
County. 


Tnis skull was taken froma shaft 
sunk ona mining claim at Altaville, near An. 
gels,in Calaveras County.«se The skull-was 
found at adepth of about one hundred and 
thirty feet, in abed of gravel five feet in 
thickness, above which are foux beds of con- 
solidated voleanie ash, locally known as 
“lava_ween The geological position to 
which it must be assignedis,apparently, still 


lowerthanthat of the mastodon”’ 


Bees (Proceedings of the Californie 
Acadenry of Natural Sete reces:—JStly 16° 7666 )— : 


= Hidin lowest dritts below the earliest stratum 
; Of voleante tuta/ ‘ 


— Older than the beasts, the oldest Palocotherium 2 
Older than the trees, the oldest Cryptogaméia; 


Older than the hills, those infantile eruptions 
Of Harths epidermis. 


Eo—Mio—Plia— whatsoeer the“ cene” was* 
That those vacant sochetshlled with awe und wonder+ 
Whether shores Devonian or Silurian beaches — 


Tellus thy strange story ¥ 
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Wy 
atte ore 
Cae 
Shenae 
AN 


Or has the Protess or Slightly antedated 
By some thowsand years thy adventonthis planet, 
Giving thee an air thats somewhatbetter kitted 
For cold-blooded creatures ? 


Wert thou true spectator of that mighty forest 
When above thy head the stately Stgillarta 
Reared its cohiumned trunks inthat remoteand distant 


Tetl us of that seene—the dimand watery woodland 
Songless, silent hushed with never bird or insect, 
Vetled with sprea ding fronds and sereened wrth 

tall elub-mosses, 
Lrycopodia cea — 


When beside thee walked the solemn Plesiosaurus, 
And around thee crept the festive Lethyosanrus, 

While fron time tatime above thee flew and circled 

Cheerful Pterodactyls. 


5 
Tellus of thy tood—thos ¢ halt marine retections, 


Crinoids onthe shell and Brachipods au natured— 
Cuttletish towhkich the preuvre of Victo r Heigo 
Seems a periwinkle. 
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Speak, thou awtul vestive of the Earth's creation — 
Solitary fragim ent of Temas Org are / 
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Tell the wondrous secrets ot thy past ex iia 


177 


ae Speak ! thou oldest primate . 


EvenasT gazed athrill of the maxitla 
And atlateral movement ot the condyloid process, 


With post plrovene sounds of health: Ly TH aSticarior 
Ground the together. 


And, trom that impertect dental exk 2bikorz, 
Stained with expressedl Jurces of theweed Micotian, 


rj 


es 


SPE 


Cane these hollow accents, blent with 


SOLEET TUTTE 


Of ex pectora “ior: 


“Which ey maree aT Bowers, cere 
172Y erwst was busted 
Falling down a shatt,tn Calaveras County, 


ee 


But La take tt kindly it youd sendthepieces 
Home to old Missouri /” 
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